CHAPTEE VIII
Sex Instruction
To have a separate chapter on sex instruction will cause astonish-
ment to many Soviet teachers. The visitor is informed every-
where that there is no sex problem in the schools, that co-
education creates no problems, and that Soviet children and
Soviet youth are not interested in sex. I, too, had been told this
so frequently, and by responsible directors of schools, that I
had come to believe it. It was while living in a Russian household
that I was assailed by doubts as to the simplicity of the problem
as regarded by Soviet educationists. The doubts arose from the
information gained during a talk on the subject with the friends
with whom I was staying. I learnt, as I ought to have realised
at once, that the problem of sex in education had not disap-
peared with the Revolution; that unpleasant incidents did still
occur among the children. This set me on to make further
enquiries on the subject.
To my astonishment, I found the educated Russians sur-
prisingly conventional on the question of giving sex information
to children. I found Communists of long standing whose views
on the subject were no more advanced than those of the suburban
parents living in capitalist countries. One Communist friend was
very concerned as to the information and the manner in which
Ms boy of eleven was picking it up from the other children in
the courtyard, and asked my advice. My reply that he was
several years too late surprised him. How was it possible to give
a small child information ? He was almost shocked to learn that
many people in England considered it essential for the children
of both sexes to see each other and their parents nude. Like
many English parents, he shrank from broaching the subject
to the boy, nor did he feel capable of using opportunities that
arose.
Communist friend did not permit his daughter,